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Cavity of the larynx, and therefore covered by the mucous
membrane, which passes from the floor of the cavity of
the mouth into the oesophagus. We find, namely, that
the inclined plane formed by this mucous membrane
commences at the upper border of the body of the hyoid
bone, from -which it passes to the upper border of the
transverse arytenoid muscle ; the mucous membrane
then descends over the posterior surface of this muscle
and the posterior surface of the two posterior crico-
arytenoid muscles lying upon the plate of the cricoid
cartilage, and finally from the lower border of the plate
of the cricoid cartilage to the free oesophagus.

Now, in this plate of mucous membrane there is a slit,
extending from the hyoid bone to the arytenoid muscle,
which marks the entrance from the pharynx into the
superior cavity of the larynx, and by means of which the
mucous membrane of the. pharynx is continued as the
inner lining of the air-passages. The surface traversed
by the mucous membrane between this slit and the vocal
chords is the lateral wall of the superior cavity of the
larynx, and as this wall is higher between the hyoid
bone and the vocal chord than between the upper
border of the transverse arytenoid muscle and the vocal
chord, it follows that the superior cavity of the larynx
must be higher anteriorly than posteriorly.

If this narrow entrance leading into the superior
cavity of the larynx were, however, a simple slit, then its
edge would consist of mere folds of mucous membrane
placed close together, and which by their mobility would
be pressed downwards and against each other by the
entering current of air. This, however, would be in direct
opposition to the laws of the organization of the walls of
the air-passages. We have still, therefore, to discover
whether the law which ensures a free course through the